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December 14, 2012 
 
 
 
Mr. Bill Dunne 
Commissioner of Planning 
Troy City Hall 
433 River Street Suite 5001 
Troy, NY  12180 
 
Re:  Former City Hall Site, 1 Monument Square Troy New York 
 
Dear Bill, 
 
As part of the removal of the former City Hall Building and the former adjacent 
Parking Deck structure to the South, it was necessary to evaluate how both 
structures were built integral with the City infrastructure so as to maintain the 
structural integrity of existing facilities. This report briefly describes the site as 
presently exists. It was important to properly restrain the roadway sub base of 
River Street, the existing gas, water and sewer lines along River Street and the 
existing 13.2 Kv electrical feed lines into the site.  It is apparent that portions of the 
building structure, parking deck and associated appurtances were built, so as to 
restrain and support these various upper features of the roadway of River Street 
and associated utilities.   
 
Photograph 1 shows a typical view of the Easterly reinforced, concrete retaining 
wall that extends from the Northerly portion of the site to the South paralleling 
River Street.  As part of the demolition process, this retaining wall was allowed to 
remain in place so as to ensure the proper restraint and support of the adjacent 
infrastructure found in the roadway and sidewalk area.   
 
 
 



 

 
 

Photograph 1 
 

Also shown in Photograph 1 is a portion of the parking deck to the South that we 
allowed to remain.  This parking deck pins back at the street level and supports a 
laid up concrete block retaining wall.   This retaining wall also supports the sub 
base and soil mass within River Street and the adjacent sidewalk.   
 
The original parking deck structure was a post tensioned cast in place, reinforced 
concrete deck with a supporting frame.  In 2011, the parking deck was detentioned 
and then removed from the site.  An asbestos survey of the building and parking 
deck was performed with asbestos abatement taking place such that all asbestos 
had been removed from the site as a result of the demolition process.  All debris 
was removed from the site in its entirety.  
 
A crusher run surface was put in to facilite the use of the site as a staging area and 
to prevent erosive damage and sedimentation from occurring during periods of 
high intensity rain. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph 2 

 
 
Photograph 2 shows a view of a portion of the Northerly retaining wall with 
column/wall pilasters that provide restraint to the existing wall section, sidewalk 
and associated utilities in the upper area of the building.   



 
 
 

 
Photograph 3 

 
Photograph 3 shows a view of the site looking to the Southwest, in which the 
aforementioned crusher run surface had been applied.  It shall be noted that there 
are driven existing H piles along with reinforced concrete pile caps at approximate 
locations shown on the original Engineering drawings for the building (sheet s1 as 
prepared by Cadman and Dross, PC dated April 30, 1973).   
 
There is a reinforced concrete vault structure located along the Northerly retaining 
wall that contained transformers as well as housed the 13.2 Kv incoming service.  
The transformers have been completely removed by National Grid. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  



 
Photograph 4 

 
 
 
 

Photograph 4 shows the portion of the Southerly parking deck that was to remain 
that would support the aforementioned concrete block retaining wall, that restrains 
River Street, the adjacent sidewalk and associated existing utilities.  As part of the 
development of the 1 Monument Square property, it will be necessary to remove 
this remaining deck and replace the laid up CMU wall with a new reinforced 
concrete retaining wall.  



 
 

Photograph 5 
 
Photograph 5 shows a view of the lower portion of the parking deck, caution was 
exercised during the demolition process so as to not disturb the laid up field stone 
retaining wall that exists below the CMU wall.  This will also need to be removed 
and replaced with the reinforced concrete retaining wall referenced above. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to call. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
 
 
Russ Reeves Eng., P.E. 
City Engineer 
 
 
Cc;  Hon. Deputy Mayor Peter Ryan 
        Grants Coordinator Bill Roehr 
 


